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Background

Small-scale pig farms =4 How are small-scale pig
@ farms defined?

*** Lower biosecurity levels

“* Food security “* Risk of pathogen spread to o . 'IArlEuic.)pe level
< Maintaining biodiversity <====p intensive farms AIA How is biosecurity nationat 1eve
“* Robust endogenous breeds < Compromising animal and ~L- regulated for.

sublic health small-scale pig farms?

Materials and Methods

2 Surveys distributed to national representatives Database extraction

%‘ “* National definitions for small-scale pig farms bipcheck “* Level of biosecurity

BETTER * 41 pre-listed biosecurity measures mandatory by national een implementation on small-
legislation; yes or no? scale pig farms (02.04.2026)
Results
— <+ Data from 17 European countries validated bi®check ** 97 small-scale pig farms in 8 European countries
% . . P .ugent .

seTTER %* Multiple types of (small-scale) pig farms *** 25 pigs present on average

identified (n=22) “** On 35 farms only fattening pigs were kept, resulting in high
scores in subcategory G (figure 1)
*** Average biosecurity scores:

@/ Term ‘small-scale farm’ seldom used

Criteria to identify tarm types based on: Total = 61.9% - External = 60.2% - Internal = 65.9%
“* the number of pigs kept (n=9) “** On 37 farms, farm specific clothes and footwear were not
“* the purpose e.g. self-consumption (n=4) available

*** the combination of number and purpose (n=5)

NG

** the financial turnover (n=2)
Two countries did not report criteria

< On 24 farms where pigs had outdoor access (n = 53), wild-pig
proof fences were present

100 T T -
o . . . . A: Location and housing
Large variation in mandatory biosecurity measures =S 80 B: Entrance of new pigs
LE i-?L % 6 countries: legislation applied to all holdings P C: Transport of pigs, removal of
" , : S 60 deadstock and manure
eeping pigs 2. 1 D: Feed, water, equipment supply
** Number of mandatory measures for the = 20 ; and pest control
identified pig farm types varied from 2 to 29 @ 1 E: Visitors and worker
[e — F: Disease management
Table 1: Biosecurity measures most and least frequently mandated by 20 ‘ , G: Animal handling
national legislation — - H: Cleaning and disinfection
O . 1 1
A B CDEF G H

Figure 1: Biosecurity implementation level for the different subcategories from 97

Forbidden to feed animals with food waste, canteen or 21 |
small-scale pig farms.

household leftover

All animal transport vehicles must have official 12 | -

documentation on cleaning and disinfection procedures COnC usion

Specific biosecurity measures for the introduction of 12 %+ Substantial heterogeneity in national definitions

animals from foreign countries “* Biosecurity legislation not tailored to small-scale pig farms in

several countries

*** Level of biosecurity implementation rather low. Clear areas for

Suitable period of sanitary break in the farrowing unit 0 improvement such as measures for visitors
after cleaning and disinfection

Fencing around the pig farm is completed 12

Keeping other livestock species on the farm is forbidden 1

. . ' ' isk- Want to know more?
* Number of types of pig farms for which the measure was mandatory » Proportionate, tailored and risk
based approaches needed for Check the full
BIOE 2 - . i manuscript
o c = O rcost EE Funded by small scalg pig farms iy
URE BETTER b S the European Union # Clear definitions and adapted o
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